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Health I nsurance Cover age:

1991 and 1996




Percentage of Persons Who Were Uninsured:
Utah, 1991 and 1996
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1991 and 1996 Health Status Surveys, Utah Department of Health

Total Persons| Insured Uninsured % of People Who Are
in Utah Persons Persons Uninsured
1991 1,775,505 1,603,991 171,514 9.66% + 1.27%
1996 1,991,811 1,801,991 189,820 9.53% + 1.04%

* 1n 1996, nearly 190,000 Utahnswer ewithout any kind of health insurance cover age.

» Theproportion of Utahnswithout health insurancedid not changesignificantly from 1991
to 1996.

» Healthinsurancestatusismeasur ed nationally by the Current Population Survey (CPS),
U.S. Bureau of the Census. Accordingtothe CPS, theproportion of personsin the United
Stateswithout health insurance hasstayed about thesameor increased slightly since 1991.
Theper centages produced by the CPSarenot directly compar abletothe Utah Health Status
Survey per centages.



Estimates of Health Insurance Coveragein Utah, 1991 and 1996,
Before and After Adjusting for Households Without Phones
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1991 and 1996 Health Status Surveys, Utah Department of Health

Per sonslivingin householdswithout telephoneswer elesslikely to have health insurance.
Usinginformation from other surveys, we can estimatewhat the health insurancerates
would have been had the Utah Health Status Survey included householdswithout tele-
phones.

Two adjustment methodswereused. The*transient phone” method wasr elatively conser -
vative, whereasthe® additional risk” method wasr elatively liberal. For additional detail on
theseadjustmentsseethereferencetablesbeginning on page41.

Theseadjustmentssuggest that thetrue per centage of per sonsin Utah without health insur -
ancewasbetween 9.6% and 10%.

Adjusting for non-phonehouseholdsdid not appreciably affect the comparison between
1996 and 1991.



A Profileof Utah’sUninsured




Percentage of Persons\Who Were Uninsured
by Age: Utah, 1991 and 1996
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1991 and 1996 Health Status Surveys, Utah Department of Health

» Changesin insurance cover age by age gr oup wer esmall and may have been dueto chance,
but suggest a patter n of improved health insurance coveragefor children (under age 18) and
adecreasein coveragefor youngadults (age 18t049).



Percentage of Persons\Who Were Uninsured
by Ten-Y ear Age Groups. Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* Youngadults(age25to 34) weremost likely to bewithout health insurance.

* Youngchildren (under age5) weremorelikely tobewithout health insurance, per haps
becausethey haveyounger parents.
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Percentage of Persons\Who Were Uninsured
by Sex and Age Group: Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* Youngadults(age 18to 34) werelesslikely to have health insurance. Thisisespecially true
for malesin that agerange.

» Almost all personsover age 65 had health insurance, which wasdueto M edicar e cover age.

» Of all uninsured Utahns, 43% were 18to 34 year sof age.
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Uninsured Utahnsby Age: Utah, 1996
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Percentage of Persons\Who Were Uninsured
by Marital Statusand Sex: Persons Age 18 or Over, Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* Married adultsweremorelikely to havehealth insurancethan other Utah adults. Thisis
especially truefor men.
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Percentage of Persons\Who Were Uninsured
by Hispanic Status: Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

» Hispanic personsweremor ethan twiceaslikely to beuninsured than non-Hispanic per sons.
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Percentage of Persons\Who Were Uninsured by Education Level:
Persons Age 18 or Over, Utah, 1996
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Uninsured Utahns Age 18 or Over by Education Level: Utah, 1996
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» Utah adultswho havenot completed high school weremor elikely to bewithout health
insurance.

» 84% of thosewhowereuninsured had at least a high school degree.
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Percentage of Persons Who Were Uninsured by Employment Status:
Persons Age 18 or Over, Utah, 1996
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** Includes only persons whose primary status is "student.”

1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

Uninsured Persons by Employment Status: Utahns Age 18to 64, 1996
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» Personswhowereunemployed or working part timeweremost likely to bewithout health
insurance.

* Insurancecoveragefor studentswascomparabletothestate aver age.

* 74% of Utahnswho wer euninsured wereemployed; 56% wereemployed full time.
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Percentage of Persons\Who Were Uninsured
by Total Annual Household Income: Utah, 1996
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Note: Income refers to total combined household income during calendar year 1995, including income from all wage earners, and money from all
sources, before taxes and other deductions.

1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

Uninsured Utahns by Annual Household Income: Utah, 1996
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* Personswith an annual household income below $35,000 wer e substantially morelikely to
bewithout health insurance.

» About onethird of uninsur ed per sonslived in householdswith incomesover $35,000.
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Percentage of PersonsWho Were Uninsured by Household Poverty Status:
Children Age 17 and Under, Utah, 1991 and 1996
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Poverty Status
Note: The monthly income at the poverty level for a family of four was $1,117 in 1991 and $1,300 in 1996. Income category, and not exact income,
was measured by the 1991 and 1996 Health Status Surveys. A household's exact income was estimated as the midpoint at their income category.

1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

» Fewer children (under age 18) livingin poverty werewithout health insurancein 1996 than
in 1991, which was probably dueto changesin theeligibility requirementsof Utah’sM edic-
aid program.

* A high proportion of adults, age18to 64 livingin poverty wereuninsured in 1996 (see
referencetableon page 70).
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Percentage of Persons Who Were Uninsured by Residencein
Wasatch Front Counties: Utah, 1996
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Note: Wasatch Front includes Salt Lake, Davis, Weber, and Utah counties.

1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

Uninsured Utahns by Residence in Wasatch Front Counties: Utah, 1996
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» Theproportion of personswithout health insurancewashigher outside of theWasatch
Front.

* Nearly threefourthsof uninsured personslived in thefour Wasatch Front counties.
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Health | nsurance Status
by Local Health District: Utah, 1996
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Percentage of Persons\Who Were Uninsured
by General Health Statusand Age: Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

» For personsunder age 65, thosewho described their health statusasfair or poor weremore
likely tobeuninsured than thosewho described their health statusasgood, very good, or
excellent.
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Percentage of Persons Who Were Uninsured by Presence of aChronic
Medical Conditionand Age: Utah, 1996
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Note: Medical conditions reported here include: diabetes, arthritis, Alzheimer's disease, heart disease, obstructive pulmonary disease, asthma, stroke,
hearing loss, vision loss, and speech impairment.

1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* Presenceof oneof these chronic medical conditionsdid not changethelikelihood that a
person would have health insurance. Onemight expect per sonswith a chronic medical
condition to belesslikely to have health insurancebecausethey areat increased risk of
being denied insurance cover age. However, they also haveagreater incentiveto maintain
their coverage.
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Percentage of Persons Reporting They Were Unableto Obtain Needed
Health Careinthe Past Y ear by Insurance Status and the Type of Care
They Were Unableto Obtain: Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* Uninsured Utahnsweremorelikely toreport aproblem obtaining accessto each type of
health care(medical/surgical, dental, or mental health care).
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Percentage of Persons Reporting They Were Unableto Obtain Needed
Health Careinthe Past Y ear by Insurance Status and Whether the Reason
for the Access Problem Was Financial: All Typesof Care, Utah, 1996

12% T

6% 1

4% 7

2% 7

Percent Unable to Obtain Needed Care

10% T

8% T

@ Other Reason
O Financial Reason

I

0%

Uninsured

1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

Insured

Insurance Status

* About 10% of uninsured personsreported aproblem obtaining oneor moretypesof needed
health care, whilefewer than 2% of insured Utahnsreported a problem.

» Of uninsured personswho reported problemsaccessing any typeof health care, 91% re-
ported that theprimary reason for their accessproblem wasfinancial in nature.
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Amount of Time Household Members Had Been Uninsured:
Households Where One or More MembersWere Uninsured, Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

» For 37% of householdswith at least one uninsured member, those uninsured personshad
been uninsured for four or moreyears.
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Primary Reason for Lack of Insurance: Households Where
Oneor More Members Were Uninsured, Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* Only households with at least one member who is without health insurance were included.

Primary Reason for Being Uninsurable: Households
Where Oneor More Members Were Uninsured, Utah, 1996
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* Themost commonly reported reasons(primary reason) for not having health insurance
were“can’'t affordit” and “ employer doesn’t offer it.”

* For about 14% of Utah householdswith at least oneuninsured member, theprimary reason
wasthat at least oneindividual wasuninsurable(i.e. had been denied coverage couldn’t
afford cover age because of a pre-existing condition, had reached their lifetimebenefits
limits, or had been denied for someother reason); about 23,000 uninsured Utahnslived in
such households.
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Total Annual Household Income: HouseholdsWhere Oneor More
Members Were Uninsured and the Primary Reason for L ack
of InsuranceWas“ Can’t Afford It,” Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* Most (71%) of those householdsfor which theprimary reason for being uninsured was
“can’t affordit” had an annual household incomeunder $35,000.
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Total Household Savings. Households Where One or More Members
Were Uninsured and the Primary Reason for Lack of Insurance
Was*“Can't Afford It,” Utah, 1996
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* Among Utah householdswhereoneor moremember swereuninsured and theprimary

reason given was* can’t afford it,” 81% had household savingsamounting tolessthan two
monthsof income.

28



Head of Household’ s Employment Status and Duration of Employment:
Households Where One or More Members Were Uninsured
and the Head of Household Was Employed, Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* Most households (82%) with oneor moreuninsured membershad an employed head of
household (seereferencetable on page 104).

» Of thoseuninsured householdswith an employed head of household, almost 60% of the
heads of those householdshad been employed for ayear or longer.
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Head of Household’ s Employment Status and Whether Self-Employed:
Households Where One or More Members Were Uninsured and the
Head of Household Was Employed, Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

» Among householdswhereoneor moremember swasuninsured and thehead of household
wasemployed, 28.8% of theheadsof household wer e self-employed.
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Head of Household’' s Employment Status and Company Size:
HouseholdsWhere One or More Members Were Uninsured
and the Head of Household Was Employed, Utah, 1996
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» Substantial proportionsof uninsured Utahnslived in householdswher ethe head of house-

hold wasemployed by both smaller (< 20 employees) and larger companies( > 100 employ-
ees).
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Primary Health Insurance Plan for the Househol d:
Households Where One or More MembersWere Insured, Utah, 1996
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* In 70 percent of Utah householdswith insured members, the primary insurance cover age
wasthrough aprivatehealth insurancecarrier.
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Portability-- HouseholdsWhere A Family Member Was Prevented From
Changing Jobsinthe Past Two Y ears Mainly Because of Reasons
Related to Health Insurance: HouseholdsWhere One
or More Members Were Insured, Utah, 1996
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1996 Health Status Survey, Utah Department of Health

* In 13 percent of all insured households, amember was prevented from changingjobsin the
last 12 monthsby concer nsabout health insurance.
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